Berkeley Police Say Suspect Charged Truck At Officers After Attacking Man With Tire Iron
Amanda Oglesby 

During the pursuit, Morris talked by telephone with Detective Joseph Robertazzi, saying that he was armed with a handgun and heading back to the Brennan Concourse home with the intention of killing the man he attacked, police said. The news release said that Morris intended to commit “suicide by cop.”

Police could not provide a photograph of the suspect Sunday.

Morris was taken to Jersey Shore University Medical Center in Neptune for injuries he suffered in the crash, according to the release
 After the crash, Morris got out of the pickup truck and rushed at officers, police said. The officers struggled to arrest Morris, resorting to pepper spray to finally detain him, the release said.

Superior Court Judge Stephanie R. Wauters set Morris’s bail at $750,000. Morris remained in the hospital Sunday. Upon his release there, Morris would be placed in the Ocean County Jail in Toms River, said Detective Sgt. Smith.

 Three injured police officers — Patrolmen David Moody, Michael O’Conner and Stesner — were taken to Community Medical Center in Toms River for treatment and were later released.

The suspect, Kenneth Morris of Northern Boulevard, struck a man in the head using a tire iron at a home on Brennan Concourse slightly before 2:45 a.m. Sunday morning, according to a prepared release by Detective Sgt. James Smith Jr.

Morris drove back to Brennan Concourse, stopped briefly in front of the home where the assault occurred before driving to the end of the dead-end street, and then turned the pickup truck around, according to police. Next, the pickup truck charged police vehicles that blocked its path and hit the cruisers, injuring four officers and causing extensive damage to the vehicles, according to the release.

When officers responded, Patrolman Patrick Stesner saw Morris drive a red pickup truck south on Harbor Inn Road toward Route 9.

The victim of the original attack — who was hit in the head with a tire iron — was taken to Community Medical Center where he received several staples to close the wound, according to police.

.BERKELEY — A 40-year-old township man led police on a chase across three towns after attacking a man with a tire iron, then drove his pickup truck into officers and police cruisers early Sunday morning, according to police
 Stesner pursued Morris, using his emergency lights and siren. Morris ignored the officer and drove through Beachwood and Lacey, according to police.

. Police charged Morris with five counts of second-degree aggravated assault, one count of third-degree aggravated assault and one count of second-degree eluding
Sgt. Peter Larocca suffered a cut to the face but was treated at the scene.
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